AN OLD MAN TURNS REVOLUTIONARY
conciliation of the peoples; but it could not abandon the traditions of the old regime. Austria-Hungary has been punished for its crime and Germany also has had to examine its conscience. Politically speaking, the national and political past has to be revised. Unimaginable, how the innumerable historians and political leaders have treated the war-guilt problem in a purely mechanical way, without examining the individual conscience. The priests and parsons preach God, His omniscience and righteousness. Did God sleep throughout the world war? Germany was militarily prepared but politically short-sighted. Its great political error was that it did not recognise the weakness of Austria-Hungary. And the Germans also did not have a correct estimation of England and America, nor even of Italy."
These invulnerable statements impressed me, because I have been attacked for holding the same opinion. I was silent about this and said: "So it appears post bellum. But then in the August of 1914, in perfect ignorance of the origin, did you not have the sense of a great adventure as you departed?"
"Of course. Revolution too is always an adventure. But the important thing is the whole motiva-